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EMIE fund and the GUARANTEE fund are 
allocated to EUR 305,3 million in common. 
Moreover, in year 2009 there was establis-
hed Entrepreneurship promotion fund 
under the Operational Programme for Hu-
man Resources Development. This fund is 
allocated to 14,5 million Euros in common 
and is managed by the by the  JSC „Inves-
tment and Business Guarantees“ (INVEGA). 
Very small enterprises and private persons, 
who have plans for the start or the devel-
opment of their business and thus contrib-

ute to the reduction of unemployment, 
may address the Entrepreneurship Promo-
tion Fund, which issues loans of up to 25 
thousand Euros.

3 holding funds of financial engineering, 
financed from EGOP 

The INVEGA Fund, which is managed by 
a private limited liability company JSC “In-
vestment and Business Guarantees”, imple-
ments the following measures:

Financial Engineering Measures 
Encourage Investors 

Financial engineering is a repayable invest-
ment developed in order to find innovative 
forms of using the resources of the Econo-
mical Growth program for 2007–2013 EU 
Structural Funds. The INVEGA fund, the JER-

Financial Engineering Measures Encourage 
Investors

Reduction of Energy Costs in the Public 
Sector Buildings 

Fight against Unemployment through 
Investments of the EU Structural Funds

Growth of Public Policy Evaluation Demand 
in Lithuania

Equipment and Modernization of 
Multifunctional Arenas with EU Investments

Indoor Ski Slopes – Project of No Analogues 
in Lithuania

Financial engineering is a new form of EU actions to make repayable investments and provide guarantees for repayable investments.
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Activities of Financial engineering gather 
pace in Lithuania

One of the measures implemented by the 
INVEGA Fund, is micro credits (up to 101 
thousand Euros) granted to small and me-
dium-sized business entities. Furthermore, 
based on the market demand a separate in-
strument “The  Open Credit Fund” has been 
developed, which has 29 million Euros of 
assignations and grants loans of up to 580 
thousand Euros. Under this measure the fi-
nancial intermediaries contribute at least 25 
percent of the granted credit amount from 
their own funds. The total amount under the 
loan agreements signed with more than 98 
Lithuanian enterprises within the measure 
“The Open Credit Fund” comprises 21 mil-
lion Euros.
An interest in guarantees as a real form of 
support for small and medium-sized enter-
prises is obvious from the portfolio of the 
issued guarantees. Till 30 November 2010 
in the Guarantee fund portfolio there were 
included 1130 guarantees for 86,6 million 
Euros and total amount of secured loans 
reaches 124,8 million Euros. It is committed 
to grant 112,1 million Euros guarantees till 
the end of year 2015, it means that till 30 No-
vember 2010 already 77,4 percent of com-
mitments were fulfilled. 

Risk Capital Resources for Growing Busi-
ness

Financial injections for the development of 
a smoothly operating business are offered 
by the Risk Capital Funds, which are man-
aged by the “The Lithuania SME Fund” (ad-
ministered by “BaltCap”) and by the “LitCapi-

tal” Fund. The EU structural support funds 
reach Lithuanian enterprises under the im-
plemented project “The JEREMIE Holding 
Fund”.
The “LitCapital” Risk Capital Fund is planning 
to invest between 1 and 3 million Euros in 
various enterprises. The Fund is primarily 
interested in enterprises engaged in infor-
mation technologies, business services and 
consumer goods markets, or those which 
manufacture the products already approved 
and accepted on the market. Priority is given 
to such enterprises, which are export-orient-
ed, have 1,4-14,5 million Euros of the annual 
turnover with not more than 250 employ-
ees.

The Lithuania SME Fund invests in the later-
stage companies, which need capital for 
their further development. The allocated 
funds will help expand the capacities of the 
companies, will promote their international 
development and will reduce the burden of 
borrowed capital. 

Exceptional Conditions for Innovative En-
terprises 

“The Business Angels Fund I” is special in its 
way because it invests not only the funds, 
but also knowledge and experience. The 
Fund was jointly set up by the JEREMIE Fund 
and the consortium of JSC “Mes Invest” and 
JSC “Strata”, and started its activities at the 
beginning of 2010. The objects of invest-
ments are promising and export-oriented 
Lithuanian companies.

The Fund invests in nearly equal proportions 
together with “business angels” – natural 
persons or companies with sufficient expe-

rience, knowledge and financial resources. 
This fund is allocated to 8 million Euros and 
the implementing measure is expected to 
attract EUR 8,84 million private investments. 
In companies there are invested not only 
money (up to 400 thousand Euros to one 
company), but also knowledge and experi-
ence.

First Investments Showed Growth Potential 
for “Business Angels”

The first investment of the Fund was into the 
company “ART21” engaged in the develop-
ment of information technologies for the 
agricultural sector. The accounting product 
AgroSmart created by the company and de-
signed for farmers and companies providing 
warehousing and storage services, has been 
successfully applied by the Lithuanian Grain 
Elevators. Attracted investments have creat-
ed added value to the product and provided 
faster possibilities for its export to the East-
ern European countries. The young company 
acquired growth potential and its successful 
example encourages doubtful investors.

The trends of development on te global 
lighting market show that by 2020-2025 the 
LED lighting will replace incandescent and 
other lamps. Investments in this field were 
made under the agreement signed between 
“The Business Angels Fund I”, the company 
JSC “Nuostabioji technologija” and the inves-
tor JSC “Etama”. The company, which has cre-
ated energy saving LED daylight lamps, will 
accelerate the process of improvement of 
the new products and their introduction on 
the market. “This investment shows strong 
interest by the Fund to participate in the de-
velopment and manufacture of innovation 

Under the scheme of Small Credits the - 
planned amount of allocations is 27,5 mil-
lion Euros with the maximum loan amount-
ing to 101 thousand Euros;

The Open Credit Fund holds 29 million Eu-- 
ros and grants loans of up to 580 thousand 
Euros;
It is planned that loans will be also granted 
under the newly planned instrument of “Mi-
cro Credits” with 1,7 million Euros allocated 
to the measure. 
The GUARANTEE Fund guarantees the re-
payment to the credit institutions of the first 
loan instalment of up to 80% of the amount 
of principal in case of all loans. The Fund is 
managed by the company JSC “Investment 
and Business Guarantees” and is allocated to 
37,4 million Euros. 
The JEREMIE Fund is managed by the Euro-
pean Investment Fund (EIF). The Fund holds 
210 million Euros of EU funds. This Fund im-
plements the following 3 instruments:

Loans with 125,5 million Euros of assigna-- 
tions. Value of the loan is not fixed and it may 
amount to up to 2 percent of the amount of 
funds managed by the bank;

The Risk Capital Funds with 28 million Eu-- 
ros of assignations. Under the agreements 
signed with 2 capital management compa-
nies – “LitCapital” and “BaltCap” – the maxi-
mum amount of investment into one enter-
prise may comprise up to almost 3 million 
Euros;

The Business Angels Fund with 8 million - 
Euros of assignations, The Fund is managed 
by a consortium of JSC“Mes Invest” and JSC 
“Strata”, which has plans to attract more than 
8,84 million Euros from private investments. 
The maximum amount of investment into 
one enterprise may comprise 400 thoudand 
Euros. 
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list also includes the public sector buildings 
health care, sports, cultural and imprison-
ment enterprises.    

The Largest Potential in Lithuania for Sav-
ing Energy – in Buildings   
      
Efficient energy saving is among the main 
strategic goals of the Lithuanian energy sec-
tor. Increase of the energy consumption effi-
ciency is significant within the context of in-
creasing the energy security, diversification 

products”, said Daiva Rakauskaitė, Manager 
of the Fund.

Within the view of the economy, business 
angels are one of the most progressive 
methods to encourage promising and inno-
vative business. By acting unanimously the 
Funds, the investors and the shareholders 
of companies that have received financial 
support strive to use the newly developed 
potential on global markets. Such actions 
demonstrate the catalyst effect of the Funds 
and complement other forms of investment 
promotion in Lithuania.

Preferential Credits for Microenterprises 
Starting Their Activities

For the purpose of encouraging the devel-
opment of very small enterprises the Entre-
preneurship Promotion Fund started grant-
ing the loans of up to 25 thousand Euros. 
Preferential “micro credits” from the INVEGA’s 
Entrepreneurship Promotion Fund financed 
out of the European Social Fund, are granted 
to small and very small enterprises with the 
duration of their activities not exceeding one 
year, and to social enterprises and natural 
persons, who are planning to start their own 
business. Such loans are complementary 
means of both the investments and circulat-
ing means. This measure holds 14,5 million 
Euros of assignations from the Fund..
The first “micro credit” loan was granted on 
the 9th of November to a private limited li-
ability company JSC “AdPark” from Vilnius, 
which provides the services of advertis-
ing and the printing-house. The maximum 
amount of the loan – 24,9 thousand Euros 
will be used by the company for the acquisi-
tion of the large print equipment. The recipi-

fy energy needs of old non-renovated build-
ings the manufacturer must consume more 
resources (mostly natural gas in Lithuania), 
while the renovation of the public sector 
buildings could reduce pollution in the proc-
ess of burning primary fuels for the produc-
tion of electricity and heat. The implementa-
tion of the renovation measures is expected 
to save at least 133.44 GWh of energy. It is 
important to note that most of the buildings 
undergoing renovation or planned for reno-
vation are schools and kindergartens. This 

The facade of the Alytus Hospital is insulated and renewed during the renovation process .

ent of the second loan was a businessman 
from Kaunas region, who was starting his 
business and was planning to open a bak-
ery with three employees. In both cases the 
businessmen were belonging to the priority 
age category under the age of 29.

 REdUcTIoN oF ENERGy cosTs IN ThE 
PUblIc sEcToR bUIldINGs 

      
Large consumption of energy and inefficiency 
of the energy system is the main operational 
problem of the public sector buildings in 
Lithuania. The current energy performance 
indicators of such buildings do not guarantee 
efficient consumption of energy and require 
considerable operation costs. That is why more 
and more owners of the public sector buildings 
in Lithuania decide to use the financial sup-
port of EU Structural Funds for the renovation 
of buildings.

One of the reasons why the consumption 
of energy is inefficient in Lithuania is that 
most of the public sector buildings were 
built before 1992 and due to this they are 
not in compliance with the modern energy 
consumption efficiency requirements ap-
plicable since 1993. The renovation of old 
buildings is one of the main objectives in or-
der to achieve more efficient consumption 
of energy.

One of the main goals for the renovation of 
the public sector buildings is reduction of 
the use of energy resources. In order to satis-
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resources by strengthening the synergy of 
the environmental protection and economic 
growth. The support granted to the energy 
saving economic measures is expected to 
reduce relative final energy consumption 
by 1,5 percent within the period of 3 years 
starting from 2008.
Renovation of the Public Sector Buildings 
with the Help of Three Measures

The public sector buildings in Lithuania 
were renovated in 2004-2006, but the vol-
ume of renovation was much smaller than 
currently. Only 86 buildings were renovated 
during the abovementioned period of time. 
The following three measures were devoted 
for the renovation process during that pe-
riod of time: “Renovation of the Public Sec-
tor Buildings on the National Level“, “Reno-
vation of the Public Sector Buildings on the 
Regional Level” and “Renovation Projects of 
the Public Sector Buildings which Comply 
with the Benefits and Quality Assessment 
Criteria under the Measure 1.2 “Ensuring of 
Energy Supply Stability, Accessibility and 
Increased Efficiency“ of the Single Program-
ming Document 2004-2006”. More than 550 
buildings should be renovated during the 
implementation of the three abovemen-
tioned measures, the annual financing of 
which is by 3,7 times larger than during the 
years 2004-2006.
The goal of the measures designed for the 
renovation of the public sector buildings 
is to increase energy production and con-
sumption efficiency within the public sector 
buildings, which are undergoing renovation. 
The measures “Renovation of the Public Sec-
tor Buildings on the National Level“, “Renova-
tion of the Public Sector Buildings on the Re-

gional Level” and “Renovation Projects of the 
Public Sector Buildings which Comply with 

the Benefits and Quality Assessment Criteria 
under the Measure 1.2 “Ensuring of Energy 
Supply Stability, Accessibility and Increased 
Efficiency“ of the Single Programming Docu-
ment 2004-2006” support the repair and (or) 
reconstruction of the external enclosures to 
the public sector buildings, modernisation 
and (or) reconstruction of the energy sys-
tems by improving their energy character-
istics. Energy consumption audit performed 
in advance determines the specific works 
to be performed in order to improve the 
energy characteristics of a particular public 
building. The audit identifies the reasons of 
considerable consumption of energy within 
the building and offers actions to be imple-
mented. Following the implementation of 
such actions, the building previously ineffi-
cient from the energy consumption point of 
view becomes efficient.
There are 88 projects on the renovation 
of public buildings completed so far with 
33,46 million Euros allocated for their imple-
mentation. The following table presents the 
completed projects and the absorbed funds 

of supply and reduction of dependence on 
the import of the fossil fuel resources from 
the third countries. This is also one of the 
main conditions for the reduction of green-
house gas emissions in order to achieve 
the climate change mitigation goals. The 
amount of greenhouse gasses currently 
emitted in Lithuania accounts to only 47% 
of the amounts emitted in 1990 (Lithuanian 
has undertaken to reduce the greenhouse 
gas emissions to 8%).   
 The largest possibilities to save energy in 
Lithuania are within the buildings sector 
(the economic savings potential being ap-
proximately 30%) through the renewal of 
the existing buildings and modernisation of 
their energy system. The buildings consume 
approximately 40% of the country’s final 
energy. That is why most of the measures 
developed to increase the energy consump-
tion efficiency are directed to the financing 
of renovation of buildings, including the 
public sector buildings. The renovation of 
such buildings also helps solve such social 
problems as energy costs and quality of life 
conditions.
The National Energy Strategy identifies that 
relative energy consumption for the heat-
ing of buildings in Lithuania is twice as high 
compared to developed European countries. 
Therefore, one of the measures to increase 
energy consumption as specified in the 
mentioned Strategy is renewal of the public 
sector buildings by increasing their energy 
efficiency.
Implementation of the Scheme of Public 
Sector Buildings contributes to the Na-
tional Lisbon Strategy Implementation Pro-
gramme: to promote cost-effective use of 

under each measures: 

Retention of Workplaces 

Ariana Rastauskaitė, Head of the Communi-
cation Division of the Lithuanian Business 
Support Agency, says that their agency is 
interested in a smoother use of the financial 
support provided by EU Structural Funds for 
the renovation works in the public sector 
since such support secures the interests of 
the state, the public and the business. 
Firstly, renovation of the public sector build-
ings in Lithuania is a successfully imple-
mented initiative the benefits of which are 
directly (e.g. warmer health care or educa-
tional institutions as a result of the improved 
heat insulation) and indirectly (lower main-
tenance costs of the buildings and lower en-
ergy demand) experienced by every mem-
ber of the community. In addition to this, the 
renovation of the public sector buildings has 
a positive effect on the country’s economy, 
retains workplaces in the construction sec-
tor, reduced energy demand and accord-
ingly reduced dependence on the imported 
energy resources.



cational training programme, which has al-
ready been completed by over 10 thousand 
people. The measure supporting the acquisi-
tion of employment-related skills has almost 
8000 participants, who have been provided 
with the possibility to apply their vocational 
skills at the workplace, while more than 
4000 participants have been offered per-
manent employment when they finish their 
participation in the project. Approximately 
19 thousand of the unemployed registered 
in the Labour Exchanges and having no vo-
cational training, also those who are starting 
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bour Exchange last year, is to support the 
survival of persons on the labour market by 
providing possibilities to retain their work-
places in enterprises which are facing eco-
nomic difficulties and to promote temporary 
employment for those, who are searching 
for a job. Although the Project is still gain-
ing pace more than 7000 people from enter-
prises which are facing economic difficulties 
have already participated in it; (almost 20 
thousand people are expected to take part 
in the Project till its completion date in Oc-
tober 2012).
The enterprises with considerably reduced 
working capacities as a result of the econom-
ic crisis, are forced to reduce the number of 
their employees, the number of working 
hours or event the number of workdays. 
Due to the downtime the employees receive 
less or lose income. The Project “Temporary 
Works” provides a possibility for such em-
ployees to use a part of their workday for 
public community works on the territory 
of the enterprises by cleaning the territory, 
performing minor repair works, arranging 
documents and performing any other works 
and thus retaining their workplace and be-
ing paid salary.
The total value of this Project is 14,5 million 
Euros of which the greater part is financed 
from the EU Structural Support Measure 
“Integration into the Labour Market of Per-
sons Who are Searching for a Job” under the 
2007-2013 Operational Programme for Hu-
man Resources.

Increasing the Employment of the Unem-
ployed

The goal of this Project is to increase the 
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employment of the unemployed and those 
who have been notified about the dismissal 
from work by providing them with possibili-
ties to acquire marketable qualifications on 
the labour market and to strengthen the 
necessary employment-related skills di-
rectly at the workplace. The Project “Increas-
ing the Employment of the Unemployed” is 
running for the second year but has already 
generated significant results – by the be-
ginning of November 2010 more than 14 
thousand persons who are participating in 
this Projects have been directed to the vo-

EU structural support provides a possibility for those who are in search for a job to acquire 
the missing skills directly at the workplace.

FIGhT AGAINsT UNEMPloyMENT 
ThRoUGh INVEsTMENTs oF ThE EU 
sTRUcTURAl FUNds

According to the data provided by the Lithua-
nian Labour Exchange, the number of the un-
employed registered in July 2010 by the Territo-
rial Labour Exchanges in Lithuania was more 
than 300 thousand people or approximately 
15 percent of the employable population. In its 
fight against unemployment the Lithuanian 
Labour Exchange and the European Social 
Fund (ESF) have already implemented more 
than 10 projects supported out of the Europe-
an Union Structural Funds for 2007-2013. Eight 
additional projects, which promote the mobil-
ity of employees, integration of the disabled on 
the labour market, retention of the employees 
in enterprises with difficulties, increasing em-
ployment of the unemployed and preservation 
of the working skills, are being currently imple-
mented. 
This article of the newsletter “Growing with 
EU” will provide a short overview of the larg-
est projects, which aim at overcoming the 
problem of unemployment. You will also learn 
about an event “Entrepreneurship in Lithua-
nia” which introduced EU financial assistance 
for the promotion of entrepreneurship among 
the Lithuanian population, investment pos-
sibilities for the implementation of business 
ideas and business start-up. 

Temporary Works 

The goal of the Project “Temporary Works”, 
which was launched by the Lithuanian La-
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measure the employers who employ young 
people under the age of 29 will receive sub-
sidies for the payment of salaries for the pe-
riod of up to 6 months. 
More than 500 young people have taken part 
in the measure of supporting the acquisition 
of employment-related skills, and more than 
1300 persons have taken part in the measure 
of employment through subsidising. Slightly 
more than 5000 young persons under the 
age of 29 are expected to take part in the 
said project through the use of the financial 
support of EU Structural Funds. 
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and for the arrangement of the acquisition 
of employment-related skills directly at the 
workplace for the period of up to 5 months, 
and those who employ individuals, who are 
starting their working activities on the basis 
of the acquired qualification will receive a 
subsidy for the period of up to 12 months. 
The purpose of employment through sub-
sidising is to help the persons who are ad-
ditionally supported in the labour market 
and are registered in the Labour Exchange 
to find their place on the labour market or 
to find temporary employment. Under this 

their activities on the basis of the acquired 
specialty or qualification, those who have 
completed the vocational rehabilitation pro-
grammes or those notified about their dis-
missal from work are expected to take part 
in this Project.
The total value of the Project “Increasing the 
Employment of the Unemployed” amounts 
to 40,5 million Euros with assignations from 
the EU Structural Support Measure “Integra-
tion into the Labour Market of Persons Who 
are Searching for a Job” under the 2007-
2013 Operational Programme for Human 
Resources.

Be Active on the Labour Market

In early summer of the current year there 
were 50 000 unemployed young people reg-
istered in the Territorial Labour Exchanges. 
Many of them do not have any vocational 
training or practical experience and there-
fore it is rather difficult for them to qualify for 
the vacancies. In order to contribute to the 
coordination of the labour market demand 
and supply, increase the employment of the 
unemployed young people and their return 
on the labour market, the Lithuanian Labour 
Exchange prepared a Project “Be Active on 
the Labour Market”. This project is divided 
into two measures – a measure supporting 
the acquisition of employment-related skills 
and a measure of employment through sub-
sidising. 
The purpose of support for the acquisition 
of employment-related skills is to provide 
possibilities for the job seekers to acquire 
the lacking employment-related skills di-
rectly at their workplace. The employers will 
receive a subsidy for the payment of salaries The event “Entrepreneurship in Lithuania” attracted many visitors.

The Project “Be Active on the Labour Market” 
was financed from the EU Structural Support 
Measure “Integration into the Labour Market 
of Persons Who are Searching for a Job” un-
der the 2007-2013 Operational Programme 
for Human Resources with its value amount-
ing to 6,4 million Euros. 

An Event to Promote Entrepreneurship

In May 2010 an event “Entrepreneurship in 
Lithuania” was held at the Lithuanian Exhi-
bition and Convention Centre “Litexpo” in 
Vilnius. The purpose of this event was to 
start a dialogue between the state, the busi-
ness community and the individuals, espe-
cially young people and the unemployed, 
who wish to start their business activities, 
by showing them the available conditions 
for the development of small business in 
Lithuania, by explaining the business start-
up financing cycle, by encouraging them 
and helping them take the first steps in busi-
ness.
The event provided a possibility to visit the 
stands of various institutions and receive 
information about the business start-up, 
the use of EU structural support measures 
for business development and about the 
development in non-agricultural business 
in rural areas. In addition to this, the partici-
pants were invited to listen to reports about 
a successful business start-up “Business ABC 
for Beginners: From Idea to Your Own Busi-
ness” and “Small and medium-sized Business 
Development: Business Conditions and Sup-
port to SMEs”.
The event “Entrepreneurship in Lithuania” 
lasted two days and attracted approximately 
3000 people.
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need towards the result-oriented manage-
ment can also serve as a positive stimulus 
for the formation of evaluation culture and 
practice. The programme, solution impact 
evaluation is considered to be an important 
tool of such initiatives.” 

Evaluation capacity is important for the 
strengthening of both the evaluation de-
mand and the evaluation supply. The 
strengthening of evaluation capacities and 
possibilities is very important in Lithuania: 
by the order of the Ministry of Finance the 
projects aimed at strengthening evaluation 
capacities are being implemented in Lithua-
nia since 2005, which contribute to the gen-
eral development of the evaluation culture, 
increase the evaluation quality and a dia-
logue between the clients and providers of 
evaluation services. International evaluation 
conferences are being held since 2005 (with 
the fourth conference of such kind planned 
to be held in 2011), which are attended by 
both Lithuanian and foreign experts, acad-
emicians, representatives of public authori-
ties.
The discussions on the EU level regarding 
the future of the EU cohesion policy and 
the role of evaluation in the policy-making 
process show a growing demand for the 
legitimacy of evaluation results and the 
quantitative evaluation methods. This will 
inevitably influence the evaluation practice 
in Lithuania (in 2011 the Ministry of Finance 
is planning to perform a separate evaluation 
on the sufficiency of statistical data and the 
applicability of quantitative methods for the 
impact evaluation of EU Structural Funds in-
tervention). 

Strengthening Cooperation between the 
Independent Evaluators and their Clients

Lithuanian evaluators provide their services 
to both national and foreign clients (Europe-
an Commission, European Investment Bank, 
etc.) and receive a positive feedback. For ex-
ample, a favourable feedback was given to 
the “Comparative Analysis of Possibilities to 
Strengthen the Evaluation Capacities of EU 
Member States” ordered by the European 
Commission, which resulted in the develop-
ment of a tool for the comparative analysis 
of evaluation capacities providing a possi-
bility to evaluate the development of evalu-
ation capacities in different EU Member 
States. On one hand, it shows the increasing 
capacities of the Lithuanian independent 
evaluators, while on the other hand, it pro-
vides a possibility to learn more about the 
requirements of other clients with regards 
to the evaluation process, methods, the ap-
plicable evaluation quality standards, and to 
improve one’s skills. 
It should be noted that thanks to the initia-
tive on the part of the Ministry of Finance, 
the cooperation between the providers of 
evaluation services and their clients is be-
coming stronger with several discussions 
held between the evaluators (providers of 
evaluation services, members of the aca-
demic community) and their clients. For ex-
ample, in 2010 there were open discussions 
about the use of results, implementation of 
recommendations, improvement of evalua-
tion quality and development of the evalu-
ation networking in Lithuania. Furthermore, 
the Ministry of Finance announced a public 
invitation to offer significant evaluation is-
sues, which could be included in the annual 
evaluation plan. 
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More Publicity towards Evaluations 
Results

When speaking about the use of evaluation 
results and implementation of recommen-
dations, Klaudijus Maniokas says that more 
publicity in the sphere of implementation of 
evaluation recommendations (for example, 
public announcement of the information 
on the actions undertaken during the im-
plementation of the evaluation recommen-
dations by those who have ordered evalua-
tions) could be useful within the context of 
applicability of evaluation results and would 
also promote greater transparency, higher 
quality of evaluation and would contribute 
to the formation of the evaluation culture in 
Lithuania.
The use of evaluation results is ensured 
through the following means: by their avail-
ability to the general public and through 
their integration in the decision-making 
process (during the implementation of the 
presented recommendations). It should 
be noted that the results of all lithuanian 
evaluations are publicly accessible. However 
there are also other studies that do not fall 
into category of evaluations and not all of 
them are publicly available and their pres-
entation channels are very different, hence 
the discussions among the general public 
on the utility and efficiency of the relatively 
considerable amounts of the EU structural 
support funds allocated for the study and re-
search activities. With the view of overcom-
ing such problems the authorities involved 
in the administration of EU support are un-
dertaking more active publicizing actions. 
Furthermore, by taking into account such 
trends the Ministry of Finance has initiated 

GRowTh oF PUblIc PolIcy 
EVAlUATIoN dEMANd IN lIThUANIA

Evaluation can be defined as the systematic 
method for collecting, analyzing, and using 
information to answer questions about pub-
lic policy programmes or its parts (priorities, 
measures, projects) performed in accordance 
with certain criteria of relevance, efficiency, 
effectiveness, impact, utility and sustainabil-
ity. The evaluations of EU support are among 
mostly performed and widely known evalu-
ations in Lithuania. One can observe a ten-
dency to perform evaluations not only for 
the purpose of reporting but also in order to 
improve the quality and efficiency of EU sup-
port, the strategy and implementation of the 
programmes financed from EU and national 
budget funds.

According to Dr. Klaudijus Maniokas (ESTEP), 
an independent evaluation expert in Lithua-
nia, “the public expenditure evaluation cul-
ture, especially related with the evaluation 
of EU financed programmes, is already in 
the process of formation in Lithuania. One 
can also notice a constant evaluation de-
mand and a growing market of evaluation 
services. The development of the evaluation 
market in Lithuania is influenced not only by 
the requirements of EU regulations, but also 
other international institutions (for example, 
the European Investment Bank has recently 
ordered evaluations of the application in 
Lithuania of the new financial instrument 
JESSICA). National initiatives and a growing 
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of the remaining multifunctional arenas 
were allocated under the Measure “Projects 
of the National Significance” of the Opera-
tional Programme for Promotion of Cohe-
sion for 2007-2013.

The “Cido“ Arena in Panevėžys is Suitable 
for Different Events

Panevėžys is well-prepared for the European 

Men’s Basketball Championship to be held 
in Lithuania in 2011 – the city has a univer-
sal multifunctional arena, which can house 
up to 7 thousand people. The total value of 
the Arena’s construction project amounted 
to 34,4 million Euros of which 20,3 million 
Euros had been used under the measure 
“Public Tourism Infrastructure and Services” 
of the Lithuanian Single Programming Doc-
ument 2004-2006.
The entertainment and sports centre, which 
is in compliance with the international 
standards is suitable for holding basketball, 
volleyball, handball, bicycle, boxing and 
small football matches, also concerts and 
international exhibitions. The “Cido” Arena 
differs from other constructions of such type 
because it has a bicycle track, which com-
plies with the Olympic standards and is the 
only such track in the Baltic States.
Before the “Cido” Arena the city of Panevėžys 
had no site suitable for holding high-quality 
sports and entertainment events, the city 
lacked a centre of tourist attraction and mass 
gatherings could be arranged only outdoors 
and only under good weather conditions. 
The modern building, which is situated near 
the park not far from the city centre, was 
opened in autumn 2008. In addition to the 
sports and entertainment events, the centre 
is an excellent place for the development 
of business relations with its halls perfectly 
adapted for conferences, seminars or corpo-
rate gatherings.    

More Leisure Opportunities at the Šiauliai 
Arena 

It is already more than two years when the 
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The funds under the Measure “Public Tour-
ism Infrastructure and Services” of the 
Lithuanian Single Programming Document 
2004-2006 were used for the construction 
of three multifunctional arenas (in Šiauliai, 
Panevėžys and Alytus). The purpose of the 
said measure was promotion of the inbound 
and local tourism through the creation of 
more favourable active recreational facili-
ties. The funds invested in the construction 

a research (meta-evaluation) on the qual-
ity, efficiency and sustainability of research 
and studies that are financed out of the EU 
structural support funds for the years 2007–
2013. A list of all studies and research will be 
drawn and the studies will be announced on 
the Internet in order to be easily accessible 
to all interested persons.

More and more evaluations are performed 
in Lithuania not only for the purpose of re-
porting to the European Commission on the 
application of the EU structural support but 
also for the purpose of improvement of na-
tional public policies.

Equipment and Modernization of Multi-
functional Arenas with EU Investments

In August - September next year our country 
will be hosting the European Men’s Basketball 
Championship “Eurobasket 2011”with 24 best 
teams of the Old Continent in the tournament. 
Up to 30 thousand people are expected to ar-
rive in Lithuania to watch the matches, which 
will be held in multifunctional arenas built 
six different cities. The Šiauliai and Panevėžys 
Arenas are already functioning and are com-
pletely prepared for the championship, while 
the Kaunas, Klaipėda and Alytus Arenas are 
still in the process of construction. The invest-
ments under both the Single Programming 
Document 2004-2006 and the European Un-
ion (EU) structural support for the years 2007-
2013 have been attracted with the view of pro-
moting inbound and local tourism, creating 
more favourable active recreational facilities 
and also properly preparing for the European 
Men’s Basketball Championship. 

The Panevėžys Arena is holding both various cultural events and sports matches.
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The Šiauliai Arena is exclusive by its multifunctionality.

residents and guests of Šiauliai can enjoy a 
modern complex suitable for holding sports, 
cultural and entertainment events. Thanks to 
the Arena, which can house over 7 thousand 
people, the city of Šiauliai has a possibility to 
offer its residents sports matches, concerts, 
performances, international exhibitions and 
fairs. A modern conference hall can be used 
to arrange important meetings, seminars, 
corporate or family gatherings. The Šiauliai 
Arena also offers a complex of saunas, bas-
ketball training facilities, a cafe, SPA centre, 

etc. In addition to the abovementioned 
services the modern complex also houses a 
Sports Museum.
The total value of the Arena’s construction 
project amounted to approximately 14,5 
million Euros, of which 12,6 million Euros 
had been allocated under the measure “Pub-
lic Tourism Infrastructure and Services” of the 
Lithuanian Single Programming Document 
2004-2006.
The availability of such complex not only 
provides a wider range of entertainment 

events and recreational possibilities, but has 
also improved the tourism infrastructure and 
social environment in the Šiauliai region.

The Entertainment and Sports Palace in 
Kaunas is Important to the Entire Lithuania

One of the largest projects in the city of 
Kaunas the implementation of which is es-
pecially significant for the entire Lithuania 
is the construction of the Kaunas Arena on 
the Nemunas Island. This entertainment and 
sports centre is expected to house approxi-
mately 15 000 visitors and will be suitable 
for holding not only sports events, but also 
concerts of the world-class artists and other 
entertainment and cultural events
The total value of the entire project amounts 
to over 48 million Euros with almost one third 
of the funds, i.e. 14,5 million Euros invested 
under the Measure “Projects of the National 
Significance” of the Operational Programme 
for Promotion of Cohesion for 2007-2013.

The Alytus Arena will be Universal

Alytus is currently rapidly finishing the pre-
paratory work. A reconstructed arena in 
the capital of the Dzūkija region should be 
opened till the beginning of the New Year. 
The multifunctional Entertainment and 
Sports Centre in Alytus will be housing five 
and a half thousand people attending bas-
ketball or other sports matches, entertain-
ment and cultural events.
The Arena which was equipped out of 2,9 
million Euros of the EU structural support un-
der the Measure “Public Tourism Infrastruc-
ture and Services” within the Third Priority 
“Development of the Production Sector” of 
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the Single Programming Document, has a 
swimming-pool, which is in compliance with 
the Olympic standards, an athletics hall, a 
shooting-range, martial arts, dance and con-
cert halls.
The modern and spacious arena is expected 
to intensify the cultural activities in the city 
of Alytus and to attract guests from all over 
Lithuania and abroad. The hotels, cafes and 
bars should also enjoy the increased num-
bers of visitors. 

Klaipėda is Catching up Fast

Construction works are also rapidly per-
formed in Klaipėda. During their visit to the 
seaport the specialists of the FIBA Europe 
expressed their satisfaction with the per-
formed work. According to the contractors, 
the construction of the Klaipėda Arena is 
rapidly progressing towards the end and it is 
expected that the Klaipėda Arena will soon 
be suitable to hold the first events. 
The multifunctional Klaipėda Entertainment 
and Sports Centre should annually hold ap-
proximately 110 events to be attended by 
approximately 300 thousand visitors. The to-
tal value of the project is more than 16,2 mil-
lion Euros, of which 11,6 million Euros have 
been allocated from the European Union 
Structural Support Funds for 2007-2013.

The construction and modernization of mul-
tifunctional arenas in Lithuania with the help 
of the EU Structural Support Funds resulted 
in the appearance of new and modern build-
ings, creation of workplaces within the con-
struction sector and one can expect that the 
cultural and sports events will attract more 
visitors to the public catering sector and ho-
tels.
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A Unique Indoor Skiing Slope Project to At-
tract More Tourists

As mentioned before, in 2006 the EU struc-
tural assistance funds were used for the mod-
ernization of the sanatorium building and 
equipment of the water amusement park, 
where in addition to water entertainment, 
one can also enjoy leisure, catering and other 
services and activities; other tourism and lei-
sure development projects were also imple-
mented with the help of EU funds. In order 
to attract those who love relaxation, water 
entertainment and winter entertainment, a 
unique project related with the construc-
tion of an indoor skiing slope complex was 
launched in Druskininkai. It will invite those 
who are fond of skiing and snowboarding to 
use the modern slopes throughout the en-

tire year – even if the temperature outside is 
30 ºC, here, in Druskininkai, you will not look 
strange for carrying your skis or snowboard 
– all residents are waiting impatiently for the 
coming spring, when, according to the plans, 
the new complex will be opened. 
The Skiing Complex will have the indoor and 
outdoor skiing slopes. Approximately 500 ski-
ers will be able to use them simultaneously 
and 500 visitors will have a possibility to stay 
in the warm zone and watch their friends or 
family members. Here one will be offered ca-
tering services by the cafes and restaurants 
as well as any other conveniences of the 
complex. The temperature inside the com-
plex will always be maintained at - 3 ºC, the 
snow necessary for skiing will be produced 
by 15 snow cannons. The snow for the out-
door slope will be provided by 2 separate de-
vices. The length of the indoor slope will be 
418 m and the length of the outdoor slope 
will be 550 m. The total length will be almost 
1000 m. The annual number of visitors of this 
complex is expected to reach approximately 
170 thousand people.  

The statistical data show that such figures 
are quite realistic. After the opening of the 
Druskininkai Aqua Park it was visited by 430 
thousand people during the first year of its 
operation, i.e. in 2007, and by 414 thousand 
people during the second year. Over 50 
thousand foreigners from the neighbouring 
countries like Russia, Poland, Belarus, Kalin-
ingrad region, Latvia and Germany come to 
Druskininkai annually. It should be noted 
that the nearest similar indoor skiing slopes 
are at least 1000 km away in Hamburg (Ger-
many) and Moscow (Russia).10

orientation towards the sanatorium treat-
ment and unpreparedness to offer any tour-
ism, entertainment or sports activities. 

Today the streets of Druskininkai are again 
full of people, the sanatoriums have recov-
ered and offer a wider range of services and 
the new leisure and entertainment complex-
es are under construction in the town. The 
new city government that came to power 
almost ten years ago decided on a complex 
development of the city in the areas of medi-
cal treatment, tourism, leisure and entertain-
ment and commercial sports, and approved 
the priority projects of the said areas. The 
City Council announced that in future Drus-
kininkai will become a modern health resort 
capable of offering entertainment for all so-
cial groups.

The Druskininkai Indoor Skiing Slope Project is in Progress.

INdooR skI sloPEs – PRoJEcT oF No 
ANAloGUEs IN lIThUANIA

Druskininkai is an international health resort 
with balneological, mud, mineral water and 
climate therapy facilities available throughout 
the entire year. The Druskininkai Aqua Park, a 
water amusement complex built in the former 
mineral water sanatorium, which was recon-
structed out of the EU structural support funds, 
was opened in Druskininkai in 2006. But water 
entertainment is not enough for the residents 
of Druskininkai – the city is waiting for the 
completion of indoor skiing slopes to be avail-
able throughout the entire year for those who 
like winter entertainment. The value of the 
project amounts to 28,4 million Euros of which 
approximately 10 million Euros have been fi-
nanced by the EU under the measure “Creation 
and Development of the Ecological (Cognitive) 
Tourism, Active Leisure and Health Improve-
ment Infrastructure” of the Operational Pro-
gramme for Promotion of Cohesion. 

Druskininkai – a Popular Health Resort for 
a Long Period of Time

Druskininkai had long been known as an 
excellent health resort and in 1794 was an-
nounced as the therapeutic place. Various 
medical and rehabilitation enterprises were 
established there and the town prospered. 
But after the declaration of independence 
this health resort lost its visitors from neigh-
bouring countries and Lithuania due to its 


