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Guiding Questions
1. Introduction

On 23 and 24 April 2009, Ministers for Regional Policy of the European Union met in Mariánské Lázne, Czech Republic, to discuss the future of Cohesion Policy. A key basis for this discussion was the reflection paper on the future of Cohesion policy presented by Mrs Danuta Hübner, then Commissioner for Regional Policy, during the first day of the Ministerial meeting. The reflection paper set out possible orientations regarding the rationale, goals, delivery of EU priorities and delivery mechanisms of EU policy based on key issues identified in other work on Cohesion Policy (4th Cohesion Report, 'Regions 2020', Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion, OECD, Barca, Ex-post evaluation).
Further to the discussion at the Ministerial meeting of 23-24 April, and to the discussions and reaction on the Barca report, Commissioner Samecki, Mrs Hübner's successor, has announced on 2nd September that he will publish a policy orientation paper this autumn drawing, amongst other sources, on the response of Member States to the reflection paper. 

In this context, a number of questions are identified in the discussion paper on which the opinions and contributions of the members of the High Level Group are sought at today's meeting. Members are invited to present not only broad political views but also to make practical suggestions on what could be retained and what might be changed.
2. Reflection Paper Session 1: 'A strengthened rationale for the policy' and 'A reinforced role for territory and institutions'.
· Do you agree that Cohesion policy should focus on mobilising territorial potential to promote competitiveness across all regions, lagging and non-lagging?
· Should the territorial dimension of Cohesion policy be reinforced with, for example, greater attention paid to urban and rural development, and rural-urban linkages?

· Should there be a stronger emphasis in the future on the development of effective institutions, perhaps with associated incentives and conditionalities?
3. Reflection Paper Session 2: 'Delivering the policy's objectives – a stronger focus on core priorities' and 'Delivering EU priorities'.
· Should measures promoting competitiveness have a stronger focus on know-how, capacity-building, strategy development and networks?

· Should local communities, NGOs and other territorial actors play a more important role in delivering priorities on the ground?

· In those regions experiencing strong barriers to growth, should the first aim be to facilitate integration in the single market and unlock growth potential?

· Should Cohesion policy play a greater role in ensuring that lagging regions are able to benefit from knowledge and technology spill-overs from leading regions?

· What sort of change in the scale and shift in the nature of territorial cooperation might be envisaged? Should there be a stronger focus on cooperation with neighbourhood countries?

· How can links to the Lisbon Strategy and low carbon economy be developed further?
4. Reflection Paper Session 3: 'A more efficient and differentiated approach to delivery systems and performance'.
· How might management and control mechanisms be tailored more closely to the nature of interventions?
· How can the implementation challenges of territorial cooperation be addressed? How might the EGTC be further developed?

· Should the strategic dimension of the policy be reinforced and, if so, how?

· Should Cohesion policy implementation provide greater scope for experimentation and financial engineering?

· Is there a need to move towards an overall sliding mechanism of support?
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