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Conclusions of the Presidency:

1. In the EU of the 21st century multilevel governance is presented as an essential tool for bringing citizens closer to the European Union construction process and as a stimulus for participative democracy through the creation of meeting and work forums with distinct interlocutors such as the Committee of the Regions to put into practice response mechanisms coordinated at different levels of government in Europe, thus improving attention to citizens and moving forward with global cooperation.

Realisation of the principles and goals of multilevel governance and cohesion is of utmost importance on the way towards the compilation and implementation of Europe 2020 Strategy. Moreover, these goals should also become an integrated part of the Strategy.

2. Territorial cohesion is a key element for highlighting what relations between European territories should be and how they position themselves in their own space and in European regions as a whole on topics such as competitiveness, connectivity or sustainability. To achieve cohesion policy ‘on the ground’, local and regional authorities should become more involved in the management of such policies, bearing in mind the powers they hold which are directly associated to accomplishment of the 2020 Strategy objectives. The territorial cohesion concept therefore implies a qualitative relevant advance, as it adds to the redistributive purposes of European regional policy other aspects such as self-organisation and good governance which facilitates cooperation among different tiers of government. For this reason, we should necessarily ensure that local and regional powers are associated to the process of defining and setting in motion the European Union’s policies as an element of economic, social and territorial cohesion. For this to occur, the relationship between multilevel governance and cohesion should be enhanced, giving priority to solidarity as an aim of the Cohesion Policy and all EU territorial intervention, achieving the full involvement and commitment of citizens in all proceedings involving such territorial action.
The mechanisms which systemise participation of EU local and regional levels in the distinct Council configurations should consequently be enhanced and the Committee of the Regions’ cooperation with other EU institutions reinforced.
3. Given that multilevel governance has a double horizontal and vertical dimension, it is especially important to establish suitable mechanisms to assure that local and regional authorities are aware of community policies that directly affect them in the exercise of their regulatory and executive powers, both upwardly, so that they can influence the setting of the country position, and downwardly, to ensure maximum cooperation from the players involved in application of the community acquis. In the establishment of these mechanisms, along with institutional formulas for the participation of local and regional bodies, it is considered that informal structures for participation using new technologies should become widespread to boost participation by new players (representatives of the social economy, NGOs, etc) when drawing up and applying community policies.
4. In application of the institutional loyalty principle it would be advisable for different tiers of government to participate in the adoption of decisions, both in shaping the intent and assuming shared responsibility for effects of the new measures. In this regard, the establishment of formal mechanisms which guarantee multilevel governance could be accompanied by instruments able to delimit the assumption of responsibilities.

5. The broader involvement of local and regional authorities in drawing up and applying community policies should take place, but with a view to preventing the new instruments for the participation of territorial bodies created in the future, or the reinforced existing ones, from making decision-making processes lengthier. 

6. Enhance existing instruments which facilitate multilevel governance, such as the EGTCs. This would mean simplifying the administrative procedures for authorising participation by national bodies in said groups, promote information exchanges among EGTCs already created and those being set up, and examine the contribution of such instrument to strengthening territorial cohesion and the effective establishment of multilevel governance measures.
7. Promote assessment of the territorial impact of legislative measures adopted by the European Union and its Member States, analysing the following aspects:

a) Distribution of powers in the matter in question;
b) Degree of application of the subsidiarity principle;
c) Participation of local and regional authorities in drawing up same.
The Presidency calls on the ministers responsible for territorial policy in the 27 Member States and on the European institutions to establish the necessary mechanisms in the functioning of relations between different tiers of government to improve the participation of local and regional authorities in the drawing up, putting into practice and evaluation of community policies, and to continue in future presidencies with the discussion opened at highest political level in this Informal Meeting on Multilevel Governance in Málaga. Belgium and Hungary are thanked for their commitment to organising similar gatherings during their respective presidencies. 

