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ORGANISATION OF MINISTERIAL DISCUSSIONS DURING THE INFORMAL MEETING OF 
MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR EU COHESION POLICY (REGIONAL POLICY), TERRITORIAL 

AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

 

1. THE DEBATE OF MINISTERS - HOW TO DELIVER? – 24 NOVEMBER 2011, 16.15-18.00 

Objective of the session: 

In this session, the Commissioners, the Ministers and representatives of European institutions, with 
reference to previous sessions will present their opinions and reactions on how to implement and 
promote integrated approach to development at different levels.  

This debate will focus on how to deliver integrated territorial approach to increase the effectiveness of 
public interventions as well as the advantages and disadvantages of the implementation measures 
chosen.  

This session will concentrate on practical aspects of adopting integrated approach. With this view, 
participants will be asked to exchange their experiences related to creation and implementation of 
territorially oriented policies in their countries/institutions.  

During this part of the event the role of Cohesion Policy in achieving the goals of Europe 2020 will be 
also discussed. By promoting integrated approach, Cohesion Policy contributes to enhancing the 
development potential and global competitiveness of all European regions. However, the panellists will 
have an opportunity to discuss face to face their observations and concerns about the role of other EU 
policies in the implementation of Europe 2020 as well as share best practices of integrated policies from 
their national experience. 

Organisation of the session 

This session will have a form of a debate. We encourage all Ministers and Commissioners to be active 
during the discussion and react spontaneously. 

During the first round of the debate, the moderator will ask each speaker a question (to be answered 
within 10 minutes).  

The second round is more interactive. It allows the participants to refer to issues raised by the preceding 
speakers. During this round each intervention is limited to 3 minutes. 

During this debate the Q&A session with the participation of audience is not foreseen. 

Questions for discussion for the panellists: 

1st round 

Questions for discussion for the Commissioners 

How can the model of integrated, territorial-oriented policies be implemented at the European level and 
will it contribute to achieving European development goals in less time? How will the future cohesion 
policy be integrated into the new system of economic governance of the European Union and how will 
the funds contribute to building economically integrated Europe?  

Questions for discussion for the Ministers 
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What are the main implementation mechanisms of the integrated approach model in Your country? In 
order to exchange experiences and best practices of delivering this approach, could you point out the 
benefits resulting from its implementation as well as problems and obstacles you have already met. 

2nd round 

Issues, that the panellists may refer to:  
1. How can the integrated approach model be used to overcome the effects of the international 

economic crisis, both at European and national level? 
2. Is there any evidence that territorially-oriented policies, which constitute a crucial element of the 

integrated approach, are efficient? 

 

2. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON THE FUTURE COHESION POLICY – 25 NOVEMBER 2011 

Objective of the session: 

This roundtable debate aims at discussing the advantages and disadvantages of the new legislative 
framework for Cohesion Policy 2014-2020. 

After the presentation of the draft Presidency Conclusions by Minister ElŜbieta Bieńkowska, the 
Ministers are asked to share their first views – opinions and concerns in relation to the new Cohesion 
Policy package. The Ministers could also find useful to refer directly to the first part of the draft 
Presidency Conclusions. In particular the Ministers are asked to comment on the following issues which 
came out as the most important during the meeting of Directors General in Warsaw: coordination 
between policies, territorially sensitive integrated programming, effectiveness and efficiency of the 
Cohesion Policy, flexibility, concentration and simplification. 

Organisation of the session 

This session will have a form of tour de table, so all delegations are encouraged to intervene. 

 

3. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON STRENGTHENING AN INTEGRATED TERRITORIAL 
APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT POLICIES – 25 NOVEMBER 2011 

Objective of the session: 

This roundtable debate aims at discussing further steps to be undertaken in order to strengthen an 
integrated territorial approach to development policies. 

The Ministers will be asked to put forward their views on shaping EU policies in order to suit the different 
institutional and territorial settings across the EU. The Ministers could also find useful to refer directly to 
the second part of the draft Presidency Conclusions. In order to structure the discussion, we encourage 
the Ministers to pay a particular attention to the following questions: 

• Do you support the Roadmap for Territorial Agenda 2020? Which actions proposed in the 
Roadmap can you contribute to?  

• How to strengthen the urban dimension in the European policies? 

• How should the functioning of institutions at European level be improved to increase 
efficiency and ensure the achievement of territorial objectives? 

Organisation of the session 

This session will have a form of tour de table, so all delegations are encouraged to intervene. 

 

 


